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Redefining Fetishism within Contemporary Art and Culture
Published: 3 February 2026

This article explores the multi-faceted nature of fetishism, moving beyond common taboos to examine it as a profound 
form of aesthetic and material devotion. By analysing scientific classifications, statistical data, and the influence of 
iconic artists like Mapplethorpe and Olaf, the piece illustrates how non-standard interests are integrated into the 
broader human experience. Furthermore, it highlights the work of Arjan Spannenburg, specifically his focus on the 
submissive experience and the radical trust required to translate visceral devotion into fine art.

S U M M A R Y

This article explores the multi-faceted nature of fetishism, moving beyond common taboos to examine it as a profound form 

of aesthetic and material devotion. By analysing scientific classifications, statistical data, and the influence of iconic artists like 

Mapplethorpe and Olaf, the piece illustrates how non-standard interests are integrated into the broader human experience. 

Furthermore, it highlights the work of Arjan Spannenburg, specifically his focus on the submissive experience and the radical trust 

required to translate visceral devotion into fine art. Beyond the Taboo: Understanding the Spectrum of Devotion Fetishism, for years, 

has…

R E S U L T I N G  A R T W O R K S

• YEARNING

• LOVED

• SUB ROSA

• SUBMISSION

• WHERE IT CALMS

• DOMINION
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• GROOMING RITUAL

• RAPTURE

More information: https://www.artthatmatters.gallery/en-HK/journal/redefining-fetishism-within-contemporary-art-and-culture
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O U R  O N L I N E  G A L L E R Y

ART ENLIGHTENS US, BROADENING HORIZONS AND PERSPECTIVES.
Art must make an impact

The Silent Power of Vulnerability
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We witness adolescents in a transient, uncertain phase of life. These sensitive portraits capture subjects alone with their thoughts, 

yet they simultaneously radiate a profound need for communication with the outside world, a search for support, understanding, 

and love.

Representation by Galleries & Exhibitions Beyond permanent representation by ZERP Galerie (Rotterdam), Spannenburg's 

photography has been selected for prestigious international platforms and events, including:

• Amsterdam

• Kunstlinie, Almere

• Schwules Museum, Berlin

• Paratissima, Italia

• Tongerlohuys, Roosendaal

His works are held in diverse private collections and are often seen in prominent public locations, including the City Hall of The 

Hague.
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